SC DHEC Bureau of Laboratories
2015 Eastern Equine Encephalitis Activity
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Eastern equine encephalitis virus (EEEV) is transmitted to humans by the bite of an infected mosquito. Eastern
equine encephalitis (EEE) is a rare illness in humans, and only a few cases are reported in the United States each
year. Most cases occur in the Atlantic and Gulf Coast states.

Most people infected with EEEV have no apparent illness. Severe cases of EEE (involving encephalitis, an
inflammation of the brain) begin with the sudden onset of headache, high fever, chills, and vomiting. The illness
may then progress into disorientation, seizures, or coma. EEE virus is one of the most severe mosquito-
transmitted diseases in the United States with approximately 33% mortality and significant brain damage in most
survivors. There is no specific treatment for EEE; care is based on symptoms. You can reduce your risk of being
infected with EEEV by using insect repellent, wearing protective clothing, and staying indoors while mosquitoes
are most active. Source: www.cdc.gov/EEE
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